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During the 1860s, Leinefelde developed into one of the main centres lor textile
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this industry the grew iadly (until the
Germany in 1989), requiring the construction of & vast Heullﬂﬂ mhﬂnnnﬁ
by blocks

made of
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causing high decrease in and
mu-imlummw(nmwumm However, in the mid-
1960s Leinefelde was one of the first East German towns to develop a visble
plan for deconsiructing major parts of its socialist heritage, once again
becoming a ‘model city.

Stefan Forster has participated in several projects in the city since 1996, In
this, one of his most recent projects, he restructured a 180-matre (580-fool)
long prefsbricated sisb block (built in 1973) by radically reducing its number of

apartments. Forster's strikingly simple solution was 1o decrease the height of
{ the building by one storey, and to croste eight freestanding urban villas by
dismantling every second staircase in the block. The remaining 64 flats,
ranging from 39 squane matres (420 square feet) to 84 square metres (304
square feel), were reduced 1o five bask types, all offering newly doylit kitchens
and bathrooms, as well as batcones.

Forster's urban villas represent an unususl progosal for the sustainable
cnhunum-mul mass housing in uhrinlmg cities, respecting the urban
and the R of the former bullding.
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Mew baiconies not anky enlven the tacades. but aisa
amnance bving condans for the enasts.

Evem though the rumber of flats wars drematically rduced. the new urbes
il sbil respect e argead witen dispoaiion.






