Residential development, Halle-Neustadt
Forster’s conversion of a post-war block of

ts into single family

homes s a pattern book for urban renewal in the former East ny.
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stefan Forster Architects have been |

F or some years now, Frankfurt-based

attracting attention with  saries of |

residential projects that recall 3 time when
architects — but also city authorities and so-
ciety at large — took this brief seriously, One
s reminded of the 1920s or the period of re-
construction after World War Il when huge
howsing program mes put roafs back over pec-
ple's heads, accommodation with optimized
life cycles and floor plans, Today, things are
very different: how people [ive has long since
oecome 3 private matter again, In 2006 the

+ Gireel side with new plinth

German state stapped providing funds for
‘social housing, many housing associations
have been privatized, and there has also been
a demographic change, with fewer people oc-
CUPYING Mare space percapita,

&5 3 result, Forster is applying his new se-
rious approach to a changed world = and this
change is apparent in aumMerous projects he
has realized |n the former East Cermany, Over
a period of years, he supenvised the removal of
excess buildings from the industrial satellite

town af Lzinefeice in Thuringia_And he showed I

what, with planning skills and creativity, can be

got out of old buildings. He transformed bleak
concreis apartment blocks into single-family
homes, remodelled foor plans and outlines,
turned uniformity into individuality, gloomi-
ressintz a riotof colous, For this mind-expand-
ing wark and for teasing positive qualities out
of previousty unpepular architecture, he has
received recognition and awandgs,

Stefan Forsters most recently completed
progect is also in eastemn Germany, in Halle-
Meustade, founded in the early 19605 as an
Ideal socialist town and built according to
| plans drawn up by Richard Paulick (who had

worked with Walter Gropius at the Bauhaus in
Dessau). it was the dream of a modernist city
becomie reality, But this dream has now come
to an end. In response (o 3 shrinking popula-
tion, Halle-Newstadt is being reduced toa core
area and the buildings considered worth pre-
serving are being optimized and browght into
line with the latest standards {see alsp 410
#31, paps 60). And Stefan Forster is precisaly
the right architect for this job.

The bullding on Qleanderwez was once
an zlongated, Ave-storey block mace of pre-
fabrcated concrete slabs, of the kind built all
over East Germany since the introduction of
this buliding m=thod in the early 19605, For-
ster simply broke the monalith open, tuming
a formerly closed volume into an architeciural
sculpture by removing segments of the upper
flaoes — thereby also creating large mof ter-
races. 0nthe side facing the street, he gave the
building & new plinth, sdding wolume anda »
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(Residantial development,
Halle-Meustadt)
disunctive profile to the building. On the gar-
den side there are degp balconies, which also
totally change the way the building looks

This remodelling was accompanied by 8
restructuring of the interior: two stairwells
and an access zone were entirely remaved, Of
the original 125 apartments, 81 remain, vary-
ing in size from 35 1o 130m2 All of the block’s
ground floor flats were combined with the
first floos to make them more attractive, cre-
ating ten 135 m? duplex units, which Farszer
calls ‘townhouses. They each have a private
garden bordered by the wall of the building's
brick plinth

The fruits of Forster’s ingenuity hawve

doubtiess enhanced the tenants’ quality of

life, and can be traced to decails and 1o the use
of a wida range of simple materials {concrate,

glass, brick, wood, paint, plaster, plantsk a
pattern book for urban renewal that could be
used invery similar ways in many other places
the world aver. In this project, communication
with the lacal papulation played 2 major role.
The 2003 competition, organized by the GWG
housing association, called for a transparent
procedure. This gantie process of transform-
ation, which also explains the comparatively
long construction period, was above all neces-
sary to minimize any possible culture shock—
and such shock will inevitably be felt by many
peaple in the course of the totz| restructuring
of Halke-Meustadt, 2 process that has only just
begun. «
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+ From bottom to top: ground floor, first fioor, third floor and fowrth floor
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